DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

rate, she seemed not so much to have left the
Englanderin behind, as to have sent for her to Berlin
and there publicly hanged, drawn and quartered her
with every circumstance of ignominy. But this
vehemence, this impetuous contempt for meddlesome
and ignorant England, this eager identification of
herself with Prussian views did not improve her
position in Berlin. She continued to be identified,
most unjustly, with the rabid hostility of the English
Press. Gossip gave to whatever she said or did an
English and therefore an anti-Prussian flavour :
even her mantles and bonnets betrayed their real
sympathies.

Just now the Queen was far better pleased with her
daughter-in-law. It was only natural that she should
hold that her Papa had been robbed of his Duchies,
but, whatever she might say in the privacy of the
family circle, she could be perfectly trusted to be
discreet in public, and the Queen willingly let her
go to Denmark when the war was over to visit her
parents, whom she had not seen since her marriage.
But the Prince of Wales had been very indiscreet
with official personages, he had asked the French
Ambassador in London whether France had pro-
Prussian leanings, and he had written to various
English Ministers rejoicing in small Danish successes.
The Queen had already punished him by directing
that no despatches from the seat of war should be
sent him, so that he knew no more about it than he
could read in the public Press, and now she refused
to let him go to Denmark with his wife until he
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